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NOTICE. 


Country Readers, not being subscribers, can obtain this 
paper through any provincial bookseller in extensive business, 
by giving, with their orders, the name of our publisher, 7. Steill, 
Paternoster Row. We are aware that in many towns the sup- 
ply is already so obtained, and we are unable to comply with 
the suggestions which reach us—for the appointment of special 
agents with whom accounts would have to be kept. 

Subscribers of 10s, Od. per annum, in advance, at the office, 
27, Camomile St., are entitled to all the numbers of the current 
vear, A. M., 0603 (from No. 26), transmitted free within the 
range of the penny post. | 

Foreign Readers can, for the future, be supplied only by the 
local booksellers. There will be no departure from this rule, 
except on previous payment being made in London. | 


THE FUNCTIONS OF A VESTRY. 

Order is light, disorder is darkness. Where the latter pre- 
vails there is not harmony, but confusion; and, at last, the end in 
view is altogether lost. The more complicated a management, 
the greater the number of individuals concerned in it, and 
the higher the end at which it aims,—the more perceptible will 
be any violation of order, and the more is it likely to produce 
mischief. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance, that the 
Proper course of every part of an administration be clearly 
chalked out, since a clear conception of their various functions 
is the only means to prevent collision and encroachment, with 
the attendant evils. 

_ Adesire to avert. such evils, is the sole object of the follow- 
ing enquiry into “the Functions of a Vestry,” considered 
abstractedly, as promised in our No. 34, without reference to 
“hy particular vestry; for though we confess that our attention 

as been called to the subject by recent proceedings reported to 
as, yet there can be no doubt, that past errors may be more 

Uy ascribed to ill defined boundaries (of a vestry), than to any 

‘Sposition to trespass them. 
vidal comparative helplessness of even the most gifted indi- 
tn ae him, in order to rocure for, or at least secure 
me iran f, any advantage, to join other individuals of his 
per ed, to unite with them for the attainment of his end ; or, 
to form an association. Such associations may 
pas ra rom the state itself down to the family circle. These 
i. poersng in order not to counteract each other and frustrate 
ry hove must have assigned tendencies ; it becomes neces- 
i A Reensie ow. to prescribe to every power the track which it is 
deen 4 otwithstanding this, and either from accident or 
is een me power might, to the detriment of the whole, relax 

vestions, or deviate from its proper direction: in other 
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| words, it might transgress the rules found necessary to be laid 


down for the attainment of the common end of the association ; 
and it therefore becomes necessary to superintend the operation 
of every constituent member ; to point out the proper tendency, 
the due position of each. This constitutes the necessity for 
a superintending, directing, or governing body, in every asso- 
ciation. 

From this brief outline of the origin of societies, we may 
deduce the following clear principles, which, as it is obvious, 
must be applicable to any particular association. 

I. No governing body can be vested with a power which the 
society itself has not possessed; because it is not possible for 
it to give that which it has not. 

II. Every governing body is properly restricted to the 
framing or superintending of regulations, having reference to — 
the end for the attainment of which the society has been 
formed; since no more power was conferred than is necessary 
for the carrying out of the given purpose. : 

III. Any governing body extending its power beyond the 
limits so prescribed, encroaches upon the rights of the society, 
and becomes unlawful, so that, as a usurper, the society is not 
bound to obey it. 

Let us now apply these general statements to the subject 
under examination. | 

A Jew finds that, individually, he can either not at all, or else 
but imperfectly, satisfy certain religious wants, and fulfil certain 
religious obligations. He therefore joins other individuals 
professing his creed ; they form an association or congregation, 
and that congregation, after the manner of all societies, elects a 
governing body,—in this case, generally called avestry. _ 

But religion is something already given, so that both its end, 
and the means. whereby that end can alone be attained, are 
ascertained and laid down; they are not matters remaining to 
be contrived or framed... The solution of doubts and the re. 
moval of collisions are not abandoned to: individuals indiffer- 
ently, but entrusted to a certain body instituted by the religion 
itself. Hence, it follows, that at the time when individuals 
form a congregation, they have not the slightest power of 
determining any difficulty affecting a point exclusively religious. 
Therefore, as the congregation itself had no such power, still 
less, according to principle Ist, can a vestry possess it. But as 
this our latter statement,—that ‘‘ the solution of doubts and the 
removal of collisions, are not abandoned to individuals indiffer- 
ently, but entrusted to a certain body instituted by the religion 
itself,”—may not be sufficiently clear to all our readers, we will 
elucidate it. 

Before Moses died, he committed the copy of the law to the 
Priests and Levites, who were to read it publicly to the people 
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_1n duty to submit to its regulations. 
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every seven years. (Deut. lii. 9—14.) The Priest was to decide 
between holy and unholy, between clean and unclean,.and had 
to expound the law. (Lev. x. 9—12.) In any case of doubt, 
the explanation of the Priest or Judge, at the time being, was to 
be appealed to, and his decision was to be adopted as a rule. 
(Deut. xvii. 8—13.) That a religious council, instituted by the 
Almighty himself, existed during the time of the second temple 
and for even centuries after it, recognised by the nation generally, 
is ‘well known. It is true, that since the extinction of the 
Babylonian schools, we do not any longer possess a central 
council, but particular councils have never ceased, and such 
exist .still. These councils have continued to 
exercise the power conferred on them by the law, and the com- 
munities have recognized their decisions as authoritative. Not 
to multiply proofs, we allude to the Cherem of /?. Gershon, 
at a period when a central council no longer existed, and to the 
power ascribed by Maimonides to a Sanhedrin* at any time or 

The application of the first principle laid down above, shows 
us what a vestry has not the power to do; we will, by the appli- 
cation of the second principle, ascertain what they have the 
power to do, or in other words what their functions are. A 
congregation is formed, as we said, for the better satisfying of 
their religious wants and the fulfilling of their religious obliga- 
tions; hence it results, that the carrying out of these purposes 
requires two kinds of regulations, altogether distinct and 
different from each other in their nature, and having nothing 
in common, except the circumstance of being necessary for 
the attainment of the same end. ‘The first class of regulations 
is, as we have seen, given to, not made by, a congregation; 
they, therefore, constitute the end to be attained, not the means 
for its attainment; consequently, the solution of any doubt or 
the removal of any collision affecting such regulations, must be 
altogether beyond the lawful reach of the congregation, and 
therefore also, beyond the lawful reach of its vestry. All that 
a congregation can do, in case of doubt or collision, is to lay 
the case before the proper authority, and to act upon its 
decision. The second kind of regulations has reference to the 
means which may enable a congregation to carry out. the ori- 
ginal purpose of its association. This class of regulations, 
includes the external, economical, and political administration 
of the community, which lie entirely within the power of 
a congregation; consequently, the framing, altering, or repealing 
of such regulations, may be committed by the congregation to its 
vestry, which in that case may duly exercise the power so 
entrusted to it. So long, therefore, as a vestry keeps within 
the limits just laid down, so long will it occupy its legitimate 
ground, and every member of the congregation will be bound 
But, whenever it grasps at 
objects beyond the proper boundaries of its functions, and 
drags within its Jurisdiction cases which it not only cannot 
decide, but does not possess the power of even discussin 
officially, then, the third principle laid down above, is called 
into operation; that is to say,—such a vestry by assuming a 
power which the congregation, if even willing, could not 
ae becomes unlawful, and as a usurper, forfeits the power of 

irecting the community. | 

By way of illustration, let us propose to ourselves a few ques- 
_— and solve them according to the principles above laid 

own. 

Has a vestry authority to abolish the sale of nyyp?—To 

dispense with redundant yaw %% ?—To levy taxes upon syna- 


gogue seats ?—To prevent individuals from being mynd vdyy? 
—T’o dismiss or to appoint its officers?—To grant or refuse 
congregational charity? &c.—These matters appear to us to 
fall entirely within the jurisdiction of a vestry. 

On the other hand,—Has a vestry power to prevent the 
performance of nd on the child of a Jew ?—To forbid the 
sale of w> meat to a Jew ?—To introduce or abolish a prayer 


or a festival ?—To determine what degree of conformity con- 


* From this will be manifest the error of any one contending that 
* now-a-days, the right of M3°DD (ordination) is extinct, and that con- 
sequently no body, or every body, may ordain.” The faculty of ordination 
has been vested in a religious council ; so long as such a duly constituted 
body exists, the faculty cannot be deemed extinct. 


stitutes Judaism? &c.—To us it is clear that, according to the 
Ist principle, the assumption of power in these (exclusively 
religious) matters, 1s not lawful, and is even tantamouns to 


usurpation. 
THE CONVERSION HUMBUG. 


In compliance with the promise given in our last No, 4, 
now present our readers with the following letters, extracted 
from the Jlertford County Press of the 3rd inst., tozether 
with the commentaries of the Editor of that Journal, wy, 
were preparing a fair digest of their contents, as more suita},, 
to the demands upon our fortnightly sheet ; but we have bg. 
reminded that however reasonable and sufficient such , 
course on our part would be, yet, in this particular instance. ; 
would be unwise to afford, to such opponents, a pretext fp, 
representing our policy to be one of suppression, garbling, 
the like. In order to be familiar with all the facts, it may }. 
needful for some of our readers to refer to the former extrac: 
(not impugned) from the /ler(ford County Press, in our No, 
34, under the title “ On the policy of exposing the Conyer. 
sionists,’ followed up by some needful remarks, which wer, 
concluded in our No, 30, 

To the Editor of the ‘* County Press.” 

Dear Sir,—In the County Press of Oct. 8, there was a report of ¢!, 
meeting of the Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews. My 
attention has been called to it by 9! dear friend Capt. Trotter, as som: 
things in the account of his speech have given much pain to respectabj 
members of the Jewish Communion. Knowing how difficult it is to ge: 
accurate reports of speeches, and having myself often suffered in th: 
way, I am not surprised at the mistakes which the reporter has manifes. 
ly made, so much so as in several instances to give the very reverse cf 
Capt. Trotter’s statements, which really were throughout kind and re. 
spectful to the Jews, and far from any thing like mimicry. His object 
clearly was to give afresh interest about the Jewish nation, by shewing 
their present forms and services, and in many respects their conformity t 
the Word of God. A Jewish publication “ the Voice of Jacob” has 
selected the worst of the mistakes and made it an occasion of attack upo: 
the Jews’ Society. I will thank you therefore to insert this letter a 
disclaiming those mistakes. 


Your’s faithfully, 
Watton Rectory, Herts., Nov. 30, 1812. 


BICKERSTETH. 


To the Editor of the ** County Press.” : 
| Dyrham Park, 30th Nov. [st 
Sir,—At a meeting in the town of Hertford of the Society for Pronv- 
ting Christianity among the Jews, a report of which appeared in you 
paper of the 8th October, [ made some remarks at the opening oft. 
meeting, which are in many parts so incorrectly reported, that they har: 
naturally given great pain and offence to some gentlemen of the Jews. 
nation with whom I am personally acquainted, and for whom | have the 
highest esteem; I, therefore, beg that you will cause this letter to be 
inserted in your next journal, in order that the blame of inaccuracy may D 
longer rest upon me. Many of the remarks, as they appear m you 
paper, are calculated to give very erroneous notions, indeed, ol the state 
of the Jews in London, and an impression to those who might take th 
trouble to read them the most opposite in many respects to that which ! 
intended to convey. I can only suppose that your reporter Is not als 
acquainted with the subject; and, after making short notes, filled ups 
speech as he remembered it, at the same time not intending to misiea’; 
for I cannot think he would do this, as no possible advantage could be 
gained either to himself or his respectable employers, whose object, | 
believe, is to furnish the truth. But in this instance my speech ° 
been so incorrectly reported, and the sense so changed in some pats, tna 
whereas my object throughout was to hold up the Jewish nation, and | 
inspire an interest and a respect for them, and at the same time to Si" 
what beneficial improvements are taking place among them as respec’ 
education, the condition of the synagogues, &c., &c., 1 am reportes : 
have made remarks which would have an exactly opposite tendency 
Some of their forms of religion which I attempted to describe [ held 
high veneration, and have taken some pains to procure parts of the Jews 
dress worn during their devotions, such as the garment of fringes and ™ 
phylacteries, to prove these were not fanciful modern inventions, °” 
that their use is supported by the word of God; I am, therefore, deep 
pained to observe that I am supposed to have brought forward tes 
solemn subjects to produce a “ capital mimicry.’”’ I am reported to ott 
stated that the new synagogue in Burton Street, Burton Crescent, yn 
opened, and service performed in accordance with the doctrines ° “i 

Church of England; which remark alone will prove to any 00°, . 
conversant with Jewish matters, that, as a member of the committe 
the London Society, I never could have made such an observallo® 
cannot conclude without saying, that no person of the Jewish comms - 
can be more hurt, at the apparent unjust attack made upon all that bas 
hold dear, than I am at having my name attached to what your eT on 

ascribed to me, but which, in all Christian charity, I can only belier? 
done inadvertently. 


ed 


I am, Sir, your obedient ak N TROTTER 
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county Press,—their own referee. 


r« There is nothing we are more anxious to accede to than the insertion 
of explanations, especially when so-courteously expressed. J ustice requires 
ys, however, to add, upon so sweeping an impeachment of a report 
eyblished nearly two months ago, and not complained of till now, that 
nat reporter, while admitting and apologizing for one or two inaccuracies, 
and acknowledging the good-natured way in which the worthy gentleman 
‘nudes to them, protests against his report being considered so entirely 
neorrect, on a very vague and general accusation, specifying only one 
-ostance, (and that not at all important to the point,) and suggesting that 
eso wholly perverted what he heard and saw, as Captain Trotter’s letter 
would Jead any one to imagine. We must ourselves say, that it is quite 
impossible he should have mistaken (and we can tell the worthy Captain 
he is correct in supposing that no one could have any motive in misrepre- 
senting) such a number of observations—a whole speech, and more, with 
corresponding actions,—not one, either, of the observations or the actions 
being, let it be remarked, even now disavowed by the Captain, save the 
Burton Crescent case; and however it may be that the intended tendency 
was not to cast ridicule on the ceremonies of the Jews, it is beyond all 
syestion that the audience were made to laugh very much (that could 
save been ‘no mistake’); and sorry as we should be to say anything 
disagreeable to one so courteous and so estimable as Captain Trotter, we 
may be pardoned for observing, that a pretty long experience has brought 
before us innumerable instances of public meeting orators rather desirous 
of escaping from the unpleasantries incidentally arising, by throwing all, 
without naming anything, on the unhappy reporter. We are sure this 
would not be intentionally so with Captain Trotter; but there are indi- 
cations in his letter of so strong a disposition to get out of disgrace with 
Jewish friends, as really seems to have led him into an extreme the other 
way; as when he eulogizes as “‘ venerable,’’ and justified by the authority 
of God, certain ceremonial observances of the Hebrew worship, of which 
we take leave to observe (with none of that nervous dread of offending 
the Jews which the member of the committee of the society for converting 
them now so strongly feels,) that, unless the Christian religion be false, 
they are necessarily superstitious and profane. We sum up .all by 
saying, that in words Captain T. affords only one instance of error; and 
is to tendency, why the repeated laughter of the hearers (in which, we 
are sure, our reporter would not be mistaken) may be, perhaps, as good 
an evidence as any.” | 


There are several points raised by the preceding extracts, 
which call for special observation. We can, however, scarcely 
do more, at present, than note them for future reference. 

lst. The identification of Cupt. Trotter, and his doings, with 
the “ London Society for Promoting Christianity among the 


Jews."—The Rev. Ednd. Bickersteth, himself, calls it ‘* the | 


meeting of the society, &c.”’ and merely implies dissatisfaction 
that the “* Voice of Jacob should have made it an occasion of 
attack upon the Jews’ Society; he does not venture to protest 
against the agency we proved. The evidence would suffice to 
fix agency and responsibility, (even a pecuniary one,) before 
any Jury in the kingdom. -We, however, protest inter aha 
against the assumption by an association of Gentiles, and for 
anti-Jewish objects, of the title of “* Jews’ Society.” We are 
glad to hear, that some honest minded contributors to this 
Conversion Society are disgusted with the conduct of Capt. 
Trotter, and other of its ostensible organs. Let such dissen- 
tients, however, ask their consciences, or, if they choose, their 
lawyers, how far they are compromised by the support, pecu- 
nlary and otherwise, which makes them members of this 
society, constituents or abettors of Capt. Trotter and Co. 

One of the firm, (a Rev. mouthpiece too,) is declaring that— 
the Jews! are “ idolaters,” “ not worshipping the true God, but 
one of their own imagination !’’ We will revert to this other 
attack, at a future time. 

“nd. The neglect of Capt. Trotter, for ‘‘ nearly two months,” 
“ven to attempt a correction of these so called mistakes, 
notwithstanding that his attention was long since called to 
them from a quarter in which he is ‘‘ personally acquainted.”— 
Is it not extraordinary, that the owner of Dyrham Park, Soho 

azaar, &c., and the dear friend of the Rector of Watton, 
should not have been able to obtain a corner in the “ County 
Press,” until the exposé in the Voice of Jacob had supplied 
tem with a “ because,” and a“ therefore”? The so called 

mistakes” were published on the 8th of Oct.; the Conversion 
lagazine (miscalled “ Jewish Intelligence”) was published on 
the Ist of Nov., and again on the Ist Dec.; neither number 
Contained a single remark ‘as disclaiming those mistakes :” 
= yet, 1s not Capt. Trotter on the committee for conducting 
at published organ of the society ? Was not he a party to the 
reach of faith committed in refusing to publish in it the letter 
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The following are the commentaries of the Editor of the | 


from our office? (Vide our No. 32.) And, moreover, was not 
this gallant ‘‘ orator rather desirous of escaping from unpleasan- 
tries, enculentally arising,” a party to the cowardice which 
dared not let his constituents ince of the existence of the 
Jewish publication? (Vide our No. 31.) 

srd. The Capt. speaks of the pains he took to qualify himself 
to represent the forms of our religion.—We could have wished 
he had found greater pains, in worming himself into the con- 
fidence of unsuspecting “ respectable members of the Jewish 
communion” for whom he has ‘tthe highest esteem,” while 
disclaiming all connexion with the Conversionists, or any 
ulterior object of conversion. (?) We could have wished that he 
had found greater difficulty in obtaining admission to the 
synagogue, for the subsequent ridicule of what he then professed 
to admire. The very savage of the desert regards the rights 
of hospitality as a protection against subsequent revilement. 
It needs not to say that, in these remarks, we recognise the 
testimony and the proofs of those, who ‘‘ could not have any 
motive in misrepresenting.” ‘To quote the County Press again, 
we ‘* have none of that nervous dread of offending” its corres- 
pondent; of whom we say, as it does, but in plainer terms, 
that we dont believe him. 

4th. ‘‘ The Burton Street case,” as the County Press calls 
it, considering it ‘‘ not important to the point,” is nevertheless 
pregnant with significance to our misled friends in that congre- 
gation. They probably know no more, than that Capt. Trotter 
and Comp. were represented by Capt. Trotter himself (unso- 
licited, as we are aware) at the formal opening of their estab- 
lishment. They have no more affection, as we believe, for the 
Conversionists than we have; but Zrotter and Co. appear to 
entertain a most particular interest in the ** Burton Street case.”’ 
The parties most concerned, will perhaps only see an inordinate 
assumption in the declaration of the Capt.,—*‘ as a member 
of the Commitee of the London Society, [ never could have 
made such an observation’ !! Let our erring brethren ask 
themselves, why that Committeé should be expected to be so 
well informed about their religious principles? ‘The statement 
itself is, without question, one of the “ inaccuracies” for which 
the reporter apologizes,—but the expression ‘‘in accordance 
with the doctrines of the Church of England,”’ must have been 
used by the Captain :—let it be compared with the 4th resolution 
of the Conversion Society at Exeter Hall on the 5th of May, 
(vide No. 19.), and a correction of this inaccuracy may not prove 
very difficult. It is not to be denied that 7roller and Comp. 
have been accustomed, from the first, to pretend before their 
constituents, that it is they who have occasioned a secession 
from the Jews (they do not confess how insignificant as to 
numbers), by the dissatisfaction with rabbinical guidance which 
they engendered by their attacks on Judaism, before a single 
pen was, in this country, engaged in its defence. This is one of 
the topics which we must postpone for future reference. 

Sth. The having incited the Editor of the County Press, a 
previously indifferent party, to institute comparisons between 
the scriptural observances of the Jews, and the validity of 
Christianity,—as presumed to be inconsistent therewith. This 
is really dangerous ground, not for ourselves as Jews, but for 
those passive relations which we would willingly maintain to- 
wards our Gentile neighbours. If we are attacked as if idola- 
tors,” or if ‘¢ all we hold dear” are denounced as ‘* superstitions,” 
the duty is literally forced upon us of disproving charges so 
heinous, so impious. If then, in proving ourselves right, others 
deem their own tenets therefore wrong,—it is not we who are 


responsible for the consequences. 


We do again—in the most fraternal spirit, and with the 
single object of not shaking the faith of our friends and neigh- 
bours, while the time is not ripe for all to be of one accord,— 
appeal to the prelates, the ministry, and other pastors of the 
Christian world, not to encourage these attacks upon God’s 

eople, whose destiny is yet to remain “ peculiar from all peo- 
ple ;” the “ first born,” whom He has chosen for his ‘* witnesses 
unto all time. We entreat them rather to devote their pious 


energies, their munificent offerings and contributions, to the 
conversion of 300 millions of Chinese, who appear destined to 
be brought into the fold by their instrumentality. That will 

eo a legitimate, a noble, a holy work ; and happy those 


indeed 
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who, wise in time, do not undermine their own hopes by seek- 
ing to destroy ours ;—for it will be remembered, that though the 
Conversion press is closed to our ‘‘ disclaimers,” neither the 
popular press of the country, nor the spirit of the age, is so ex- 
clusive, and we have, at last, an organ of our own. If their 
£25,000 per annum be diverted from a project proved imprac- 
ticable by 1,800 years experience, to the Christianizing of the 
infidelity which stalks around us at home,* at noon-day,—or, to 
the already proposed missionary expedition to Hong-kong ; 
then, instead of their being the adversaries of Israel, hanging 
on our skirts, and now and then capturing a stray soul from 
our refuse,—they shall have Israel’s blessing; our brethren in 
China shall be their ** witnesses,’”’ who shall vouch for the 
Scriptures which we recognise in common, and millions of souls 


will be at once the harvest vouchsafed to their missionary 
labours. ** | 


* The Morning Chronicle of the 20th inst., in a leading article, seeks 
to prove, that the Scriptures are unread by “pillars of the Church and 
State 

** There is yet another point raised by the Hertford speech of Capt. 
Trotter, but as it is only incidental, we revert to it ina note. It relates 
to the Jerusalem bishopric. (Vide the extract from the “‘ County Press,”’ 
in our No. 33.) Ifthat curious revelation be not either a lapsus lingue 
of the Captain’s, or a “‘ mistake,’’ it would appear that the appointment 
of a converted Jew to the Bishopric at Jerusalem was in consequence of 
‘‘a spirit of petty jealousy on the part of some Jews,’ (apostate ones) 
that the lion’s share of the loaves and fishes of the Conversion Society 
should be engrossed by their Gentile colleagues. In that case, it would 
seem to have been impossible after all to find a sop adequate to the cravings 
of every jealous claimant; for, although one of them condescends to be 
made a Lord Bishop, and to accept £1,500 per annum; yet, his old 
confrére, Rabbi Woolf, (vide Nos. 7. and 9.) probably discontented with 
the subordinate réle assigned to him in Palestine, deserts and recants on 
the very eve of the ship’s sailing;—and, worse still, the hard working 
** Rev. Dr. Joseph Wolff, late missionary in Palestine, Persia, Bokhara, 


Affghanistan, Abyssynia, Yemen, and America,’’ not content with the 


hand of a titled lady, complains most piteously, under the date of 24th 
Oct. last, (vide Morning Herald, and Standard) that he is ‘‘ not enjoying 
the income of a rich living, but with an annual salary of £80 sterling,”’ 
‘* forgotten by his friends, and exiled to the (curacy of the) little village of 
High Hoyland,’’ Yorkshire.—His ‘‘jealousy’’ is, indeed, not to be won- 
dered at, for he was the first to profess conversion on the hill of Zion. 
Joseph is indeed forgotten, as of old. | 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


The future Chief Rabbi.—Since our last, the executive com- 
mittee of the Great Synagogue have met, to consider the replies 
of the various congregations in the united kingdom to their 
appea! (contained in certain resolutions given inour No. 34;) they 
found the universal concurrence which was anticipated. We 
are informed, that the report of the executive will be made on 
the 27th inst. to the vestry, who will be asked to appoint dele- 
gates forthwith, with the design to meet other delegates to be 
nominated by the concurrent communities, in order to deter- 
mine the arrangements necessary to the consolidation of a suit- 
able system for the important ends proposed. It appears to be 
expected, that any provincial synagogue which may not find it 
convenient to send up a delegate from its own body, will appoint a 
resident in London to represent it at the several meetings which 
must necessarily take place. ‘The first steps, as it appears to us, 
can even then be scarcely more than preliminary, in order to 

‘the devising of a system which may combine all interests, and 
serve to regulate the future on safe and equitable principles. 
The ultimate proceedings to be taken under the system so de- 
vised, after it shall have he determined what voice the several 


communities shall exercise therein, will probably again require | 


a reference to the constituent bodies. 


Such of the country wardens as have furnished us with drafts 
of the proceedings of their respective congregations, have our 
best thanks for their courtesy. Communications of that charac- 
ter, accompanied, as they occasionally are, with commentaries of 
a more private nature, assist us in Judging of the wants and 
capabilities of our more distant brethren, and in advocating, so 
far as our humble powers extend, the policy which makes due al- 
lowances for them. It has been apprehended by some, who 
have looked but cursorily upon the merely superficial charac- 
teristics which distinguish the one Sphardim (Spanish and Por- 


tuguese) synagogue all the others in the kingdom, that 


| 


| 
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these distinctions, slight as they are, might present insuperable 
difficulties. We think otherwise; not only because they hay, 


not been found so to operate in other countries, under precise], 


| 


similar circumstances, but because we are aware that the mos 
powerful influence in the London congregation of Sphardim, has 
already unreservedly declared for—a general union, and for the 
appointment of an ecclesiastical leader, as the only means to pre. 
serve unity and good government. This is a strong expressioy, 
but it is every way justified, as no one better knows than the 
distinguished individual to whom it is attributed, and who ;, 
said to speak with confidence, of the concurrence in his views 
of others who act with him in his own congregation. 

Since the names of probable candidates are now canvassed 
freely in London circles, we no longer hesitate to give the three 
which occupy attention. 
of ollstein ; Dr. Hi. irsch, | Rabbi of Emden and 
Dr. Adler, Chief Rabli of Hanover. It is not improbable, that 
when the time arrives that an indirect canvass would not be pre. 
mature, the friends of some individual candidate might, in their 
zeal, so injure his cause, as to promise, in his behalf, an adhe. 
rence to some special line of procedure, involving pledges « 
priori. Itis, therefore, perhaps only useful to allude thus pub. 
licly to the settled conviction that appears to prevail,—that such 
a pledged candidate would not be a free agent using his own 
observation, and conscientiously governed by his own conviec. 
tions. We are assured, that even the most popular candidate 
would be considered ineligible, even at the eleventh hour, un- 
less he were able to give a solemn assurance, that he came wn. 
JSettered, and that his supporters had exacted no more from him, 
than an unreserved profession of principle, and, as an only secu. 
rity, the guarantee afforded by the history of his past adminis. 
tration. 

Public opinion appears opposed to a popular election of such 
an Official, except in so far as it would be secured by a special 
election of delegates, with whom the selection should ultimately 
rest ;—every member of the congregation having a vote in the 
appointment of those delegates. 


Dublin.—‘ The Hebrew congregation of this city entertained 
their President, Mr. L. Lazarus, on Sunday, 27th Nov., ata 
sumptuous dinner, in acknowledgement of his exertions for the 
welfare of the community. The chair was taken by Mr. John 
Nathan, and Mr. H. Rosenthal officiated as Vice. After the 
usual loyal toasts, the health of the President of the congrega- 
tion was received with much cheering. The company sepa- 
rated at alate hour, after an agreeable evening's entertainment.” 


Passover Bread.—At a meeting of the conjoint committees of 


the Metropolitan Synagogues on the evening of Tuesday, 13th | 


inst., in order to open the tenders for the supply of flour for 
(passover cakes), the tender of Mr. Lazarus 
was found the lowest, by ls. 6d. per sack. That gentleman 
was, therefore, entrusted with the contract for the ensuing pass- 
over. Some conception may be formed of the consumption 0! 
the cakes in London and the provinces, during the eight days, 
from the circumstance that the quantity of flour made into 
cakes last year was 650 sacks, each containing 280 Ibs. We 
are glad to learn, that the present relatively low price of flour 
will enable the bakers to obtain it at 15s. 6d. less per sack than 
it cost them last year, and that a useful competition will reduce 
the an price, next passover, to four-pence-halfpenny pe! 
pound. 

Manchester.—It gives us pleasure to note the activity of the 
ladies’ committee, in aid of the Jewish schools. From a col- 
respondent we learn, that the proceedings of these amiable and 
efficient auxiliaries, are pA out with as much formality and 
system as regulate the best organised committees of the other 


sex. From a draft of their resolutions, it appears that two 
ladies are to visit the school, at least once wee This 1s 48 


it should be, nota merely putative responsibility, but an active 
superintendence, which secures more real good, as well ® 
involves a more disinterested sacrifice, than mere money gifts 
and ostensible patronage. We ventured to make some alllusion 
to this before (in No. 4. p. 30.) It is gratifying to know, that 
there are several ladies who make it a point to ensure that what 


They are Dr. Hirschfeld, Chief 
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they design for the benefit of others shall be rendered really 
beneficial. 

“ Manchester Fund in aid of the Eastern Jews.”—Only 
one instalment of this fund (originally raised in aid of the 
Montefiore mission) was required for that purpose, and £40 
of it has been returned to the treasurer, Mr. J. 4. Franklin. 
The surplus fund was thus augmented to £173. lls. 3d., a sum 
which Messrs Franklin and Lucas, the trustees, are now called 
upon to re-distribute among the donors. 

It is to be deplored, that the appeal we ventured to make in 
No. 24, for the promulgation of some national scheme for the 
employment of the £1,300 returned in consequence of Sir 
Moses Montefiore’s munificence, was not answered. When 
Baron Rothschild returned to every contributor his proportion, 
had Sir Moses simultaneously, and with a better estimate of his 
claim upon the co-operation of his constituents, asked them to 
aid him in some special scheme of practical benevolence, none 
could have grudged the unexpected return, due almost person- 
ally to the generosity of the gentleman who asked it. Such 
scheme might have been—the Jewish Hospital at Jerusalem, to 
which Sir Moses has subscribed,—the loan fund in Palestine, 
which we learn from Leipzic that he has established,—or some 
other analogous design. We fear that the time has now passed, 
when a general concurrence in some particular object would 
be possible, inasmuch that a great many of the returned 
cheeques have been appropriated to different Jewish charities, 
Nevertheless, our personal feeling on the matter remains 
unchanged ; and we ask our distant friends to do us the favor to 
revert to the leading article in our No, 24, and to further allu- 
sions to the subject in vol. 1. p. 196., and vol. 2. p. 52., before 
they determine to what particular object they will devote their 
several proportions, 

Association for the promotion of literature affecting Jerish 
interests.—The first meeting of the members was held on the 
evening of sunday last, when the regulations proposed by 
the provisional committee, with some slight alterations, were con- 
firmed, and a committee was appointed for twelve months. This 
committee consists of the /?ev. D. A. De Sola, Mr. Lindenthal, 
Hon. Sec., and Dr. 4. Benisch, Librarian. Operations will 
be commenced in January, and several interesting publications 


-have already been ordered. The subscription was fixed at £1 


annually. A very important feature was also added, by the 
unanimous consent of the meeting, to the original scheme, by 
empowering the committee to receive, under the guarantee of 
the association, donations, or loans of books, so as to form a 
library of reference composed of works affecting Jewish in- 
terests. 

_ Want of space prevents our giving, in this number, all par- 
ticulars of this meeting, and observing upon the importance: to 
which the association adverted to is likely to attain, owing to 
the additional feature. We shall, however, revert to the sub- 
ject in an early number. ,Meanwhile we refer individuals, 
desirous of information, to the Hon. Sec., Mr. Lindenthal, New 
Synagogue chambers, Great St. Helens. | 


Education.—W e were present at the second monthly rehear- 
sal of Mr. Lindenthal’s day school. ‘The examination was satis- 
factory, not so much on account of the absolute progress possible 
(0 so short a period, as it was illustrative of the emaceniive 

Well grounded system acted upon; asystem but too little 
Own as yet in this country—TZhe Misses Moss, favorably 
ors as the authors of the “Romance of Jewish History,” 

“ve opened a day school for young ladies, at 58 Mansell St. 
-He neighbourhood is a convenient one for many Jewish fami- 
es, and we do not doubt that the school will meet that encou- 
"agement for which the Misses Moss have a fair claim.—The 
P “had school for adult Jewish females, adverted to in our No. 
$0 as ge into the hands of Mr. Spiers, in White’s Row, 
Fe ds. He works hard, and deserves to be better supported. 
ve he Free School, Bell Lane.—Mr. Angel the new master, 
= Fetting the boys into a much improved state of discipline ; 
their progress generally, considering the disorganization 
ptm: upon a lon 
hae satisfactory. The number in attendance has gra- 

Y mereasing; there are, however, still many in the streets 


vacation and other causes, may be pro- 
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who ought to be at school, and would be so, if the advice given 
by “ A Friend to Education,” (in our last) were acted upon. 
We are informed, that Madame Rothschild has already issued 
Instructions for the clothing of the children in both schools, 
as usual, at her private cost. 


Widow's Home.’—We are informed that Mr. J. Mitchell 
will, on Sunday evening, at Howard's coffee house, deliver an 
address on the necessity of a ‘“‘ Jewish Refuge for the Destitute,” 
after the manner of the ‘* Widow's Home,” (a new charity 
noticed in Nos, 27, and 28.) 


Perversions of Scripture.—The last number of the ‘ Quar- 
terly Review” selects the following passage of a reeent work by 
the Rev. Dr, Todd, of the Dublin University, for special com- 
mendation. 

‘The labours and learning of our Protestant theologians 
have been expended in the vain attempt to reconcile a large and 
mysterious branch of prophecy to a preconceived interpretation, 
the offspring of controversial rancour and polemical debate ;_ 
the sacred text has been handled in the belligerent spirit that 
counts ail artifices lawful, all means of victory justifiable and 
right; historical facts have been misrepresented, the words of 


scripture have been allegorized and irreverently explained 
away * * 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Strashurg.— During a recent visit of the Duke of Nemours 
to Strasburg, the Jewish consistory, as well as the other autho- 
rities, received official notice of his arrival, and an invitation to 
present themselves. The chief Rabbi even received an invi- 
tation to a dinner, and had a place proportionate to his dignity 
assigned to him. The * Moniteur’’ gives the speech which 
this functionary made to the prince on the occasion... This 
consistory evinces great energy. Direct communications are 
opened with every congregation in the departments (120 com- 
munities containing about 24000 souls), and a resolution has 
been adopted, that every year a member of the consistory shall 
travel about to visit the congregations, in order to examine 
their position, to take cognizance of their wants, and to give 
them advice and instruction. The chief Rabbi has this year 
made a beginning, and several instances show that this inspec- 
tion has been productive of much good. 


The Prussian Jews.—No. 40 of the Orient reviews a bro- 
chure entitled ‘“* Forwards or Backwards ?” written by a Prussian 
officer of the Christian persuasion. It investigates the state of 
the Jews in Prussia, and is conceived in so humane a spirit, is 
executed with so much candour and so exact a knowledge of 
the subject, that the perusal of it must afford, not only to a Jew | 
whom it concerns, but to every liberal-minded man whatever 
his creed, much instruction and gratification, It by no means 
flatters the Jews, but, on the contrary, openly reproaches them 
with their faults; but this is done in such amanner as to render 
it manifest, that the object of the author was not to hurt, but to 
amend. We are sorry that want of space does not allow us to 
enable our readers, by means of extracts from this work, ‘‘ to 
see themselves as others see them.” We mention it chiefly to 
shew, that a real friend of Israel may usefully animadvert on the 
existing wants of the Jews, without countenancing the chimera 
of their conversion. 


“ Sydney Voice of Jacob,” 2Ath June, 1842.—We are in- 
debted to the courtesy of a friend, for the loan of No. 2 of this 
interesting paper, no copy having yet reached our office direct. 
The most conspicuous object, is a lithographic plate of the front 
and back elevation of the new synagogue in course of erection 
at Sydney, and it is really gratifying to trace the pious zeal 
which pervades the address that accompanies it. There is 
another original article on the “‘ Sydney Jewish Philanthropic 
Society”; both are creditable to the literary capabilities and 
right feeling of “‘S. C.” (the initials appended to various com- 
mentaries on our own articles). 

When more space is at our disposal, we will do more justice 
than a simple reference admits. After copying the information 
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concerning religious confirmation at Weinheim (in our No. 5), 
S. C. observes—‘* We are aware of several lads in Sydney, of 
thirteen years of age, who have attended synagogue on the day 
of their Bar Mitzvah, not being at all acquainted with the ordi- 
nances of the Mosaic religion, or the object of confirmation.” 
Upon the few words of commendation to a young aspirant for 
the office of lecturer (in our No. 6), S. C. adds, “It is to be 
hoped that, at no distant period, the Hebrews of New South 
Wales will secure a competent person to deliver religious dis- 
courses in their synagogue, in the English a. The 
private communication (in our No. 7.) concerning the depar- 
ture of Dr. Hirsch from Oldenburgh, and his installation as 
Chief Rabbi of Emden, is copied at length, together with other 
similar scraps from that number of our paper, apparently the 
last which had then reached them. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION F\w 
EXODUS I. 


The present section, as commencing a new book, enters 
upon a new and important subject. Joseph and the whole of 
his generation are gathered unto their fathers, a new king 
ascends the Egyptian throne, and he, unmindful of the great 
benefits conferred upon the state by their ancestors, reduces 
the children of Israel to abject slavery. | 

According to the divine promise, the clan becomes a nation, 
which increases to such a degree as to render the despotic 
Pharaoh jealous of their rising power; and he seeks to 
weaken them by oppression. ‘* But the more they afflicted 
them, the more they multiplied and grew ;”’ and such will often 
be the case; the too ready employment of harsh measures 
towards those whom we consider our opponents, frequently 
adds to their numbers, and gives them strength. Pursuing the 
thread of our history, we find that the Israelites remained under 
the yoke of the barbarous Egyptians, seeming to hug the ver 
fetters that rendered them slaves, until the “‘ Guardian of Sainal 
who sleeps not, and slumbers not,” remembered his gracious 
promise and raised up a saviour to his people in Moses, whose 
extraordinary nurture had, by divine wisdom and mercy, de- 
signed him for that great end. The very means which 
Pharaoh adopts in order to keep the Israelites under his sub- 
jection are, through God’s interposition, made instrumental in 
effecting their deliverance; and the evil acts of the wicked are 
rendered subservient to the benefit of the righteous. Thus, a 
» child is born to the house of Levi, whose birth is concealed by 
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its mother, in order to save it from the operation of a cruel. 


decree; its hiding place is discovered, and the fond parent, 
rather than yield her child to ruthless barbarians, delivers it 
to the mercy of the waves, with implicit faith that He who 
rotects the innocent would not forsake her infant child. 
Delightful is the reward of faith; the Hebrew infant attracts the 
attention of the princess, his youthful innocence ‘* withdraws’”’ 
him from a watery grave. Moses is nurtured in the palace of 
the very tyrant who sought his destruction, and thus is in- 
structed in the lore of the Egyptian priests, as well as in a 
knowledge of his mother tongue, whilst he is nursed by her 
who gave him birth. Such are the mysterious ways of pro- 
vidence. The child becomes a “‘ lad,” and the lad, a man, 
endowed with all the learning of the times, with unparalleled 
meekness, and that love of freedom, mingled with philan- 
thropy, which led him to a conflict with the oppressor, and a 
succour of the oppressed. Such were the qualities which 
adorned him whom the Almighty appointed to be the spiritual 
head and temporal guide of his chosen race. The man fitted 
to direct that race, in all times, requires an education like that 
of Moses, consisting not only of the knowledge peculiar to his 
people, but including also that acquaintance with the learning 
of the age, which will command the respect of those among 
whom he is to represent a people, now, as then, for wise pur- 
fst surrounded by conflicting influences. We find in Moses a 
ader who, from his youth upwards, observed the will of God; 
and whose private impulses, even before he was called to his 
at vocation, were such as to excite the respect, and claim 
the attention of all. When aman such as this is at our head, 
we too may hope to burst the bonds which restrain our energies, 
or force them in a wrong direction, and then shall we take that 


stand among surrounding nations which becomes God’s chogey, 
eople. 

. The Lord appeared to Moses in a burning bush, which 
remained unconsumed,—an expressive type of the light of reve. 
lation, which has burned with undiminished vigour from the 
dark ages in which it was kindled, even until the present day, 
It was then that Moses was inaugurated ; and the covenant, 
sealed in mercy, was ratified by miracles. Moses, influenced 
by humility and diffidence, hesitates to accept so important a 
charge, thus exciting the divine wrath; until, his obedience to 
God's behests overcoming his humility, he accepts the charge: 
and the sequel shows how faithful he was to the trust reposed 
in him. It is the duty of every one unhesitatingly to exert the 
influence he possesses for the benefit of his fellow-creatures ; 
for it is the circumstances in which he is placed that develop 
man’s capabilities. How shall he avert His wrath, who, 
pleading distrust of his power to do service in the van, suffers 
his energies to lie altogether dormant amid the pressing wants 
of the times! | 

The conclusion of the Almighty’s instruction, on this occa. 
sion, to the faithful of his house, has been employed by sceptics 
as a means of imputing a stain to the Jewish character. This, 
however, arises from mere ignorance, and a mistranslation in 
the Anglican version ; the Hebraist will at once know that the 
command was not. that the children of Israel should borror 
valuables from their Egyptian neighbours, without intention 
to return them, but to ask* for them. Few will deny the 
Hebrews the right to ask so inadequate a return for centuries 
of hard labour. | 

Moses, when entering upon his office, speaks to his people in 
the sacred name, and the oppressed yield a ready ear to his 
proposals ; but there are other difficulties to encounter, and the 
consent of Pharoah has yet to be obtained. ‘This hard hearted 
tyrant not only returns a flat denial, but, like too many masters 
of the present day, exacts still more exertion; until the people 
are driven to desperation, and in their blind ignorance curse 
the man whose whole life is devoted to their benefit ;—a sad 
picture of the effects ofignorance. He, however, whose duty 
it was to instruct Israel, persevered; God’s divine co-operation 
(as it ever does) aided the great and good cause, and at length 
“* the people believed—they bowed their heads and worshipped;” 
and a glorious freedom was the result. JUVENIS, 


* Such is the due signification of the verb Saw, 


REVIEWS. 


NEY myx and Ben Uzier.—Altona. (Dr. 
Hirsch, Chief Rabbi at Emden.) 


The former of these works has already been noticed in our 
columns, when we observed upon the conservative tendencies 
of this distinguished Rabbi’s writings, and their beneficial in- 
fluence upon the religious views of many German Jews. We 
gave also ample extracts of this former work, in Nos. 28, 29, 
and 30, under the title, “‘ Vocation of Judaism.” -We shall, 
therefore, confine our present remarks to the latter work. 
This, though sharing the same tendency as the former, and 
written also in the epistolary form, differs from it in the occa- 
sion which called it forth, it being of a polemical nature, as 
ingeniously implied by its title. (Gen. xxx. 8.) Dr. Hirsch 
refutes victoriously various statements advanced by certain 
very learned Jewish theologians, tending to undermine the 
foundation of orthodox J % say The Rev. gentleman, in 
contradistinction to many an author, who says but little in 
many words, knows how to say much in few words. In the 
circumscribed limits of eighty pages, he battles with a party 
of not less than six competitors, some distinguished in arms; 
he copes with them gallantly, and the judge of the arena, if 


impartial, must declare, as it appears to 
The dexterity with which he handles his weapoMs, 


the force and certainty with which his blows strike home, ré- 


mind us of the preux-chevaliers of ancient romance, who, W! 
the utmost facility, and without betraying any extraordinary 
exertion, raised one opponent after se from the saddle. . 


_ But to abandon the figurative, Dr. Hirsch evinces a store 
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of knowledge, general as well as theological, sagacity of reason- 
ing, warmth of zeal, and a command of language, in which he 
certainly is equalled by few, and perhaps excelled by none of 
our present Rabbis. The work under review exemplifies once 
more the truth of the Rabbinical saying, abn 1D OND 
sn $x D°D2393 (words which come from the heart go to the 
heart.) We are sure that few of our brethren, who are ac- 
uainted with the present movement in the Jewish theological 
world, will lay aside this book without feeling themselves 
deeply moved by the poceny, but alas! true colours with 
which these movements are depicted ; without feeling them- 
selves deeply impressed with the truth of the reasoning, and 
convinced of the necessity of a 5 pay return to, or a firm hold 
upon, those principles which aJew cannot quit without under- 


mining his own portion in Israel. Should we, however, find | 


fault with anything in this publication, it would be with the 
unrestricted play which he gives to his powerful pen; which, 
sharper than a dagger, wounds to the quick. It is true, there 
are individuals whose skin is so callous, that it is necessary to 
penetrate in order to be felt; but there are others who are ofa 
more sensitive temperament, and for these it does not need so 
piercing a weapon as the sting of satire. There are individuals 
who even in their errors command respect :—a conquered Porus 
deserves a victorious Alexander. Dr. l/irsch, as it appears to 
us, has, in his refutations, too little attended to this distinction. 

The views from which our author proceeds, and the princi- 

les laid down, are the same as established in the pay nas 
We will give some extracts in a future number. 


The Cheap Jewish Library. Nos. 8 and 9,—2d. each. B. Steill, 
London. 


We continue our notices of these modest little publications. 
No. 8 is a continuation of ** Lina; or, the old clothesman.” 
The principal maxim illustrated by this tale is the following, 
which we extract from the 37th page. ‘* What joy is so pure 
or so exquisite as that which we ever derive from doing good 
to a fellow creature! We seem to assume a more exalted 
nature, by following, though at an infinite distance, the example 
of our Creator.” | 

No. 9 is entitled “‘ Zillah; or, the old man’s tale.” This is 
one of the best written of the series. The style is often very 
touching, and the following excellent principles are well de- 
veloped. ‘Our happiness in this world depends not so much 
on that which surrounds us as on that which is within us.” 
“Confidence in the Almighty enabled her to discern benevo- 
lence and wisdom in every dispensation, and taught her to con- 
sider afflictions in the light of salutary warnings, sent by our 
heavenly parent to wean us from the vanities of the world, and 
draw us more closely to him.” 


INDEPENDENT ARABIAN AND JEWISH SHEIKS. 


That there still exists a kind of Jewish state, though not 
quite independent, in the mountainous regions of Abyssinia 
is pretty generally known; but that there are as yet Jewish 
tribes in Arabia, quite independent, is a fact with which our 
readers will be less conversant. We extract, therefore, from 

ebuhr’s travels in rabia a chapter referring to this matter. 

hat these tribes may be regarded as wretched remnants of 
once flourishing Jewish states in, and in the neighbourhood 
of, drabia ; states, the power of which was impaired before the 
time of Mahomet, whose greatest opponents they were (see the 
pea passim), will appear from the following remarks. Queen 
elena and her son onbas, (733 11320) ND5D 135"), so often 
mentioned in the Talmud for their beneficence, seem to have 
Pies sovereigns of a tract of country in, or on the frontiers 
a Arabia, ‘Zenobia the celebrated queen of Palmyra, is said 
have been a Jewess. Her city was at least founded by a Jew, 
ing Solomon, (1 Kings ix. 18.), and called Tadmor, which 
Men Palm-place,—in reek, Palmyra. About 700 years before 
had omet, Judaism had mounted the throne of Yemen, and 
maintained itself on it through several generations. These 

Th facts are also adverted to in the Koran (chapter Ixxxv). 

; © mountainous province of Hedsjas, is divided between 
A i number of sovereign Sheiks. The most powerful of 
is that of the tribe of Harb, who can bring 2000 men into 
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the field. He resides in the city of Mlakschous, his dominion 
extending over some other cities and several villages. 

During the months when pasturage is plentiful, the most 
distinguished men of this tribe live in tents; during the rest 
of the year they reside in their towns and villages. The 
common people generally dwell in cottages thatched with grass. 
This principality is situated in the mountains between Mecca 
and Medina. I have not been able to ascertain either the name 
or the situation of the other independent Sheiks of this pro- 
vince; but I have learned that these Arabs reside all the year 
round in towns and villages, and that they are well defended 
by castles built on rocks. They sometimes unite themselves 
with their neighbours to attack Turkish caravans, although not 
traversing their territories. 

The Sheik of the tribe of Harb is the principal aggressor 
on these occasions, If the Syrians and Egyptians do not 
pay the tribute demanded for their safe conduct, he collects 
an army from among his neighbours, who are but too happy 
in coming in for a share of the plunder of the caravan. 

The least known but the most remarkable state, is that 
formed by the Jews in the mountains to the north east of 
Medina. This country is called Aheilar, and the Jews who 
inhabit it are known in Arabia by the name of Beni Wheibar. 
They have their own independent Sheiks, and are divided into 
three tribes, Bent Misseud, Beni Schahun, and Beni Aneesse. 
They are so disliked by the Mohammedans, who tax them with 
pulaging the caravans, that in Syria the greatest insult that 
can be passed on a man is calling him Beni Kheibar. It 
appears, however, that they do not deserve the accusations 
levelled at them. Mahommedans, worthy of belief, have 
informed me, that although the Jews furnished auxiliary troops 
to the Arabian army which lately pillaged the caravan from 
Damascus,—the instigators and the chiefs of this enter- 
prise were the Sheiks of the tribe of Harb in Hedsjas, and 
of the tribe of dnesse in Nedsjed. 

These Jews of Kheibar do uot appear to have any connexion 
with their brethren scattered through Asia. When I enquired 
concerning them from the Jews of Syria, I was told that these 
pretended Jews did not dare to join them because they failed 
to observe the law. The Beni Khetbar must, therefore, be 
_Karaites, a small dispersed sect, whom other Jews, generally 
attached to the sect of the Pharisees, dislike even more than 
they do Christians or Mohammedans. ‘The name of the tribe 
of dneesse has a remarkable affinity to that of Hanassi, ot 
which Benjamin of Tudela speaks as his fellow-countrymen. 
It resembles still more the tribe of Barue Anzab, a race ot 
Jews who were a source of much annoyance to Mahomet, 
and the first caliphs. In either case these Jews must have 
been in the country more than twelve centuries. Among the 


| moderns, Barthema is the first who mentions this sovereignty 


and the independent Jews who live in the neighbourhood of 
Medina. 

These colonies perhaps gave rise to the fable of the ‘‘ Sabbati- 
River.”’ These Jews do not travel on their Sabbath, and 
cannot, therefore, pursue caravans. ‘The country they inhabit 
is surrounded by deserts, so vast and so dangerous, that without 
joining a caravan it is impossible to leave a country so isolated, 
and still more so, to penetrate into It. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 


J.writes from Ezeter, that he was much struck with a pas- | 
sage in our last number, concerning the want of religious in- 
struction for the poor. He says, the poor, at least in the 
provinces, attend public worship; but that attendance does not 
procure them religious knowledge. He urges, with much force, 
that a portion of time should be set apart for exhortation from 
the bd > Our correspondent cannot fail to have recognised 
how urgently we have advocated the traini 
ministry.—The accession of an energetic Chief 
pave the way for the supply of other desiderata. 

D. B. calls attention to from 
Balb’'s geo , concerning many thousand Jews i iti 
China, having migrated thither from the Eastern piowlaas of 
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Honan, is found the principal temple of a Jewish colony, esta- | 


blished there 200 years before the Christian era,—Can any of 
our readers oblige us with the sight of some periodical, French 
or German, which gave, two or three years since, a copious 
account of our brethren in China? 

I. Braham, Bristol, writes us a sensible appeal on the ne- 
cessity of establishing a college at which Hebrew youth could 
be educated at a moderate expense, and young men trained for 
the ministry. He regards the present juncture as eminently 
suitable for the origination of such an establishment. He pro- 
poses a very moderate graduated charge, from 4s, to 10s, annu- 
ally, on every member of a Synagogue ; the income resulting 
from which, together with the payments of students, would 
furnish an adequate support of the establishment. He asks 
why, when all other sects have their colleges and public schools, 
we alone should be without ?—It gives us to receive 
such evidence from the various provincial congregations, of 
their disposition to do their share in aid of an efficient edu- 
cational system, whenever it shall be proposed, as it necessarily 
must, by our future spiritual head. | 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
L.’s verses do him credit, but they are scarcely correct enough 
for publication. 
Portsmouth.—We find that our report of the dinner of the 
Hebrew Benevolent Institution undesignedly omitted notice of 
a very forcible speech by Mr. B. W. Levy, the indefatigable 
Hon. Secretary. | 
‘“* The Hertford Reformer,” of the 10th Dec., was left at our 
office, anonymously, after our remarks on the ‘‘ Conversion hum- 
bug” had been printed. This is of the less consequence, since 
the question is left just where it was found; no amended report 
is furnished, and little more is supplied by the new recruit, than 
sneers at the false grammar and misquoted scripture of a rival 


journalist and political opponent, garnished with vaunts of his — 
J P Ppe » & 1, Bury-street, St. Mary Axe, London.—N.B. For a scholar, there are prospects 


own unmeasured superiority! This is local squabbling, not a 
tender of evidence. We quote the only which looks like 
a positive assertion; it is, that ‘* we (the Ed. of the Reformer), 
were unconscious of the loud laughter.” (doud?) Such negative 
testimony is at least very ingeniously put forward, 

Ben Israel is thanked for his liberal offer. We, in conse- 
quence, postpone the reference to a former letter of his which 


we had prepared, and shall be glad to give him the name of 
another correspondent, who would probably co-operate with 


him for the end he proposes. 

Mr. B. L. Joseph, as president of the New Congregation, 
Liverpool, writes us in correction of an expression in our last, 
the Liverpool Congregation reminding us, that an- 
other was established in July last, quite independent of the 
one existing here before that time. This Congregation con- 
sists at present of about seventy members, has a synagogue (a 
temporary one) and a freehold burial ground. It has been 
recognised by the late Rev. Dr. Hirschel, and also by the 
Board of Deputies.’”” We thank Mr. Joseph for the draft of 
resolutions passed by his Congregation concerning the future 
Chief Rabbi; they exhibit the right feeling on that all impor- 
tant subject. The further remarks of Mr. J. are handed on 
misconception, and therefore inadmissible. | 

_. The communications of Mr. J. L. Levison, Birmingham,— 
Mr. Marks, of Ware,—S. N., Ozford,—Argus, Liverpool ; 
and others, have arrived too late for the chance of insertion in 
our present number. The space at our disposal is by no means 
equal to the demands upon it. 

Paci is informed, that such announcements are never 
inserted on anonymous authority. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Sabb. 24th Dec. 21st Tebet. portion for the week ninw 
Sabb. 31 “ 28... 
Sund.  IstJan, 1843, 29 

Mond. 2 * 1 Shebat win wen 


This Day is Published, No. 8. of 
HE CHEAP JEWISH LIBRARY.—Lina, or the oj 


Clothesman, price Two-pence.—and No.9. Zillah or the Old Man's Tajp 
price Two-pence.—Already published. No. 1. Rachel Levi, or The Oe 
Orphan, second edition, price Two-pence.—No. 2. The Way to Get Rich, secong 
edition, price One penny.—No. 3. The Birth-Day, second edition, Price Ong 
penny.—No. 4. The Great Mart, second edition, price Two-pence.—No, 5, 
Birth-Day, Part II., price One penny.—No. 6. The Birth-Day, Part IIL... price 
One penny.—No. 7. Lina, or the Old Clothesman.—May be had of B. steij) 2 
Paternoster Row; Donnison, Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate; H. Abrahams. “ 
Hounsditch; and Reynolds, Church-row, Aldgate. das 


Published this day, price 7s. 6d, 8vo. Cloth Boards. 


MWD NID A—EIGHTEEN TREATISES FrRoy THE 
MISHNA, translated by the Rev. D. A. De Soa, and the Rev. M. J. Rapyay, — 
London: Sherwood, Gilbert, and Piper, Paternoster Row. 


[WHE REV. SOL. HIRSCHEL.—Recit. Hush ye you 


Sorrow.—Air. Why mourn we for a spirit passed? Sacred Song to the 
Memory of the Rev. Solomon Hirschel; the words by Edw. J. Gill, the mys; 
composed and dedicated by permission to Sir Moses Montefiore, F. R. S., &&. by 
Louis A. Emanuel, of the Royal Academy of Music. Price 2s. London-—. 
Published by E. Ransford, Charles Street, Soho Square ; and may be had of the 
Composer 116, Great Portland Street, Cavendish Square. 


EWS’ DAY SCHOOL, 2, Jeffrey's Square, St. Mary Axe 


I. L. Lindenthal, Secretary to the New Synagogue, begs to call the attentio, 
of Jewish parents to his establishment, which, founded on Jewish principles 
affords at the same time all the advantages of a first rate educational institutio, 
For testimony on this head, he appeals to the opinion of those who have honored 
his establishment with their occasional inspection, and to the parents who hare 
entrusted their children to his care. Annual charge, Twelve Guineas. For particu. 
lars, apply to the proprietor, New Synagogue Chambers, Great St. Helens, 


PARBADOS.—Wanted, for the Synagogue of this island, 


a person capable of reading fluently in the Sepher Torah, and conversant 
with the manner ofall the offerings, after the Minhag of the Sphardim. He will 
have to present formal eredentials, authorising him to act as Shochet and Bodet. 
Salary, 400 Dollars per annum, with a house im the court of the Synagogue, suitably 
furnished, and medical attendance, in need, free of expense; the congregation wil 
also defray his passage out. For further particulars, apply to H. Lyon, Esq, 


of being engaged as teacher to the younger branches of the community. 


and GERMAN SYNAGOGUE, Kingston, 


Jamaica.— Wanted, a single gentleman, to fill the office of one of the readers 
of this congregation; he-must be fully qualified to perform all the duties of }}f, 
including that of reading the "5D. A gvod education, Hebrew and English, is 
indispensable, and if able to deliver religious discourses in the latter tongue, if 
would be desirable. The salary will be £200 sterling, per annum, with a residence, 
medical attendance, &c. A free passage will be provided. Further particulars may 
s obtained of Messrs. Lazarus & Lawrance, No, 4, Castle-street, Houndsditeh, 

ondon. 


ANTED A YOUNG MAN of good education and 


character, as an assistant in the Silversmith and Jewellery Business; one 


who understands the trade would be preferred. Apply to Messrs E. & E. Emanuei, 
Portsmouth. 


Yy ANTED as an assistant to a Goldsmith and Jeweller, 


a young man of respectable connexion of the Hebrew persuasion; so! 
the age of seventeen. He must be familiar with Book-keeping. Apply © 
H. Lewis & Son, 32, Ship Street, Brighton. | 


A respectable Young Person of the Jewish persuasion 's 
desirous of obtaining a situation as Lady’s maid, to wait on an elderly lady, 
or to take charge of two or three young children. She understands dress makin; 
and millinery, and would be willing to make herself generally useful. The mo 


weep references can be given. Apply by letter, at No. 7, Bury Street, Bevis 
arks, 


WANTED immediately for the Jew’s Free School, a get 


tleman capable of performing the duties of secretary to a public institute. 
Applications to be made before the 1st J anuary, 1843, to Mr. Angel, (at the Schodl 


Bell Lane,) who will furnish applicants with the details and particulars ¢ 
with the office. | 


Terms or Susscription—for delivery free within the range 
of the penny post,—10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance, 
at the Office, 27, Camomile Street. | 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varty, 27, Camomile 
Published by B. Paternoster Row; and may 
had of the Printer; of Reynotps, Church Row, Aldgate; ° 

_ Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, 
all Booksellers and Newsmen, 
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